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seductive vancouver
by Mark Sissons

Luxury-minded travellers 
head to Vancouver for its superb 

setting, eclectic restaurants 
and fi ne hotels. The shopping 

is awesome, too.

17Lion's Gate Bridge at dusk
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Among popular sobriquets like “Canada’s playground on 
[OL�7HJPÄJ¹�HUK�¸3V[\Z�3HUK�¹�=HUJV\]LY�OHZ�ILLU�K\IILK�
the Marilyn Monroe of North American cities – effortlessly  
ZLK\JPUN� ]PZP[VYZ� ^P[O� P[Z� NVYNLV\Z� ZL[[PUN�� K`UHTPJ� 
multicultural mix and temperate climate. 

*VUZPZ[LU[S`� YHURLK� VUL� [OL� ^VYSK»Z� TVZ[� SP]LHISL� 
JP[PLZ��=HUJV\]LY� PZ� HSZV�HU� PUJYLHZPUNS`�WVW\SHY�KLZ[PUH[PVU�
MVY�ZVWOPZ[PJH[LK�[YH]LSSLYZ��/LYL�VU�[OL�>LZ[�JVHZ[��H�OVSPKH`�
JHU�IL�HZ�NSHTVYV\Z�HUK�KLJHKLU[�VY�HZ� SV^�RL`�HUK� SHPK�
IHJR�HZ�`V\�SPRL��-HJ[VY� PU�H�]PIYHU[�J\SPUHY`�J\S[\YL�WHJRLK�
^P[O�H^HYK�^PUUPUN��Ä]L�Z[HY�YLZ[H\YHU[Z��LUKSLZZ�`LHY�YV\UK�
\YIHU�V\[KVVY�YLJYLH[PVUHS�VW[PVUZ��WSLU[`�VM�OPNO�LUK�ZOVW�
WPUN�HUK�H�NYV^PUN�ZLSLJ[PVU�VM�S\_\Y`�HJJVTTVKH[PVUZ��HUK�
P[»Z�LHZ`� [V�ZLL�^O`� ¸;LYTPUHS�*P[`¹� YLJLP]LZ�TVYL� [OHU�����
TPSSPVU�]PZP[VYZ�L]LY`�`LHY�

=HUJV\]LY»Z� S\_\Y`� SVKNPUN� ZJLUL� OHZ� L_WSVKLK� V]LY�
[OL�WHZ[�KLJHKL��HUK�ZL]LYHS�VM�[OL�[VW�PU[LYUH[PVUHS�IYHUKZ� 
UV^� OH]L� V\[WVZ[Z� PU� [OL� JP[ �̀� -YVT� ZSLLR� HUK� JOPJ� [V� 
YLÄULK�HUK�[YHKP[PVUHS��H�ML^�HTVUN�[OLT�Z[HUK�V\[�MVY�[OLPY� 
[OV\NO[M\S� H[[LU[PVU� [V� KL[HPS�� WLYZVUHISL� Z[HMM� HUK� Z\WLYPVY�
accommodations. 

6W\SLUJL� TLL[Z� JHZ\HS� H[� [OL� -HPYTVU[� 7HJPÄJ� 9PT� 
OV[LS��6MMLYPUN�NYLH[�]PL^Z�V]LY�*VHS�/HYIV\Y�[V^HYK�[OL�5VY[O�
:OVYL�4V\U[HPUZ��[OPZ�I\ZPULZZ�aVUL�OV[LS� MLLSZ�TVYL� SPRL�H�
WVZO�YLZVY[�^P[O�P[Z�YVVM[VW�WVVS��WYP]H[L�JHIHUHZ�HUK�ZOPU`�
SVII`�WPHUV�IHY��:P[\H[LK�HKQHJLU[�[V�=HUJV\]LY»Z�ZWYH^SPUN�� 
NYLLU�YVVMLK� *VU]LU[PVU� *LU[YL�� [OL� ¸7HJ� 9PT¹� X\PJRS`� 
ILJHTL�VUL�VM�=HUJV\]LY»Z�¸ZLL�HUK�IL�ZLLU¹�OV[ZWV[Z�HM[LY�
P[�VWLULK�HTPK�[OL������>PU[LY�6S`TWPJZ�MHUMHYL��6U�H�[`WPJHS�
^LLRLUK��]HSL[Z�HYL�I\Z`�WHYRPUN�-LYYHYPZ�HUK�3HTIVYNOPUPZ��
^OPSL�ILH\[PM\S�JV\WSLZ�ZOHYL�IP[LZ�VM�Z\JJ\SLU[�Z\ZOP�H[�[OL�
SVII`�SV\UNL»Z�9H^)HY��YLJLU[S`�KLZPNUH[LK�=HUJV\]LY»Z�ÄYZ[�
����WLYJLU[�6JLHU�>PZL�Z\ZOP�KLZ[PUH[PVU�I`�[OL�=HUJV\]LY�
Aquarium’s sustainable seafood programme.

+VTPUH[PUN� =HUJV\]LY»Z� ZR`SPUL�� [OL� :OHUNYP�3H� 
=HUJV\]LY�VJJ\WPLZ�WHY[�VM�)YP[PZO�*VS\TIPH»Z�[HSSLZ[�I\PSKPUN�� 
H� ML^� ISVJRZ� ZV\[O� VM� *VHS� /HYIV\Y�� ;OL� /VUN� 2VUN�
IHZLK�S\_\Y`�IYHUK»Z�ÄYZ[�MVYH`�PU[V�5VY[O�(TLYPJH�JH[LYZ�[V� 
Z\JJLZZM\S� I\ZPULZZ� [YH]LSSLYZ� K\L� [V� P[Z� JLU[YHS� SVJH[PVU��
.\LZ[YVVTZ� MLH[\YL� YPJO� JOVJVSH[L�HUK�NVSK� KLJVY�� [OPJR� 
JHYWL[PUN�HUK�THYISL�IH[OYVVTZ��;OL�OV[LS»Z�*OP�ZWH�VMMLYZ�
S\_\Y`�[YLH[TLU[�Z\P[LZ��̂ OPSL�P[Z�WVW\SHY�ÄUL�KPUPUN�YLZ[H\YHU[�� 
4HYRL[�I`�1LHU�.LVYNL�� SH`Z�V\[�H�YLNPVUHSS`� PUZWPYLK�TLU\�
KLZPNULK�I`�JLSLIYH[LK�JOLM�1LHU�.LVYNLZ�=VUNLYPJO[LU��

;OL�>LKNL^VVK�/V[LS�
�:WH�PZ�HSZV�HU�H[[YHJ[P]L�JOVPJL��
(�9LSHPZ�
�*Oo[LH\_�WYVWLY[ �̀� SVJH[LK�H�ISVJR�MYVT�9VIZVU�
:[YLL[»Z�ZOVWWPUN�Z[YPW�HUK�RP[[`�JVYULY�[V�[OL�=HUJV\]LY�(Y[�
.HSSLY �̀� [OL�>LKNL^VVK� VMMLYZ� [OL� PU[PTH[L� HTIPLUJL� HUK� 
PTWLJJHISL�ZLY]PJL�VM�H�JSHZZPJ�,\YVWLHU�OV[LS��;OH[�MLLSPUN� 
L_[LUKZ� [V� P[Z� ZPNUH[\YL� )HJJO\Z� YLZ[H\YHU[�� H� KHYRS`� SP[�� 
YVTHU[PJ�OPKLH^H`�^OLYL�YPJOS`�\WOVSZ[LYLK�M\YUP[\YL��^HYT��

KHYR� JOLYY`� ^VVK�� HUK� SHYNL� VPS� WHPU[PUNZ� NYLL[� KPULYZ�� 
9LUV^ULK� MVY� P[Z� L_[LUZP]L� ^PUL� SPZ[�� )HJJO\Z� ZLY]LZ� \W� 
modern French cuisine that features ingredients indigenous to 
[OL�>LZ[�*VHZ[��

>P[O� H� JVTWHJ[�� ^HSRHISL� KV^U[V^U� JVYL� UV[� MHY�
MYVT� ZRP� YLZVY[Z�� ILHJOLZ� HUK� S\ZO� YHPUMVYLZ[Z�� =HUJV\]LY� 
JV\SK� IL� LHZPS`� TPZ[HRLU� MVY� HU� \WZJHSL� ^PSKLYULZZ� YLZVY[�
THZX\LYHKPUN�HZ�H�JP[ �̀�-YLZO�HPY�M\U�PZ�UL]LY�MHY�H^H`�OLYL��
^P[O�YLZPKLU[Z�YLSPNPV\ZS`�[HRPUN�[V�[OL�JP[`»Z�WHYRZ��WH[O^H`Z�
HUK�ILHJOLZ�`LHY�YV\UK�[V�Y\U��J`JSL��YVSSLYISHKL�HUK�WHKKSL��
0[»Z� UV� JVPUJPKLUJL� [OH[� PJVUPJ�*HUHKPHU� HJ[P]L^LHY�IYHUKZ�
3\S\SLTVU�([OSL[PJH�HUK�(YJ[LY`_�HYL�IV[O�OLHKX\HY[LYLK� PU�
=HUJV\]LY��:[YL[JO`�`VNH�WHU[Z�HUK�.VYL[L_�QHJRL[Z�HYL�[OL�
\UVMÄJPHS�\UPMVYTZ�PU�[OPZ�O`WLY¶OLHS[O�JVUZJPV\Z�[V^U��̂ OLYL�
[OPU� PZ� HS^H`Z� PU� HUK�THU`� YLZPKLU[Z� OH]L� YLJHSPIYH[LK� [OL�
^VYR�SPML�IHSHUJL�PU�MH]V\Y�VM�[OL�SH[[LY�

A great place to get your stay off to an aerobic start is 
����OLJ[HYL�:[HUSL`�7HYR��[OL�OPZ[VYPJ�����`LHY�VSK�^VVKLK� 
WLUPUZ\SH�� ÄSSLK� ^P[O� K\JR� WVUKZ� HUK� MVYLZ[LK� [YHPSZ�� 
KVTPUH[PUN�[OL�UVY[O^LZ[LYU�LKNL�VM�KV^U[V^U��6UL�VM�[OL�
^VYSK»Z�NYLH[�\YIHU�WHYRZ��[OPZ�OH]LU�VM�I\JVSPJ�[YHUX\PSSP[`�PZ�
OVTL� [V� S\ZO� NHYKLUZ�� WYPZ[PUL� ILHJOLZ�� *HUHKH»Z� SHYNLZ[�
HX\HYP\T�HUK�V]LY�OHSM�H�TPSSPVU�JLKHY��ÄY�HUK�OLTSVJR�[YLLZ�

>HU[� H� ZLYPV\Z� ^VYRV\[&� 3HJL� \W� `V\Y� [YHPULYZ� HUK�
OP[� [OL�����RT�:[HUSL`�7HYR� ZLH^HSS��^OPJO� MVYTZ�WHY[�VM� H� 
JVU[PU\V\Z���� RT�WH]LK�VJLHUZPKL�WH[O^H`� MYVT�*HUHKH�
7SHJL� [V� 2P[ZPSHUV� )LHJO�� -\Y[OLY� HSVUN� [OL� ZOVYLSPUL� HYL�
[OL� NYLH[� Z^H[OLZ� VM� ZHUK� H[� 1LYPJOV� )LHJO� HUK� :WHUPZO� 
)HURZ��^OLYL�`V\�JHU�YLU[�RH`HRZ��^PUKZ\YMLYZ�HUK�Z[HUK�\W�
WHKKSLIVHYKZ� MVY�HU�VJLHU�HK]LU[\YL� PU�,UNSPZO�)H`�^P[OPU�
]PL^�VM�[OL�JP[`�JLU[YL�

-VY� L]LU� NYLH[LY� OLHY[�WV\UKPUN� [OYPSSZ�� OLHK� [V� 
=HUJV\]LY�Z�5VY[O�:OVYL�TV\U[HPUZ�¶�.YV\ZL��*`WYLZZ�HUK�
:L`TV\Y�¶�^OLYL��KLWLUKPUN�VU� [OL�ZLHZVU�� `V\�JHU�OPRL�
HTPK�VSK�NYV^[O� YHPUMVYLZ[Z�VY�ZRP��IVHYK�VY�ZUV^ZOVL�H[�H�
�����>PU[LY�6S`TWPJZ�]LU\L�OPNO�HIV]L�[OL�[^PURSPUN�SPNO[Z�
VM� [OL� JP[ �̀� @V\� JHU� L]LU� [LZ[� `V\Y� ULY]LZ� VU� [OL� OPZ[VYPJ� 
*HWPSHUV�:\ZWLUZPVU�)YPKNL»Z�UL^�*SPMM^HSR�� MLH[\YPUN�H�ZL�
YPLZ�VM�]LY[PNV�PUK\JPUN�Z\ZWLUKLK�^HSR^H`Z�Q\[[PUN�V\[�MYVT�
[OL�NYHUP[L�JSPMM� MHJL�OPNO�HIV]L�[OL�*HWPSHUV�9P]LY�� 0U�ZVTL� 
ZLJ[PVUZ��WHULZ�VM�\S[YH�Z[YVUN�NSHZZ�HYL�HSS�[OH[�ZLWHYH[L�`V\�
MYVT�[OL�JHU`VU�MHY�ILSV �̂

1VPU�[OL�)PN�)\Z�OVW�VU�OVW�VMM�JP[`�[V\Y��^OPJO�PUJS\KLZ� 
THQVY� H[[YHJ[PVUZ� Z\JO� HZ� [OL� +Y�� :\U� @H[�:LU� *OPULZL� 
.HYKLU��[OL�.HZ[V^U�:[LHT�*SVJR��.YHU]PSSL�0ZSHUK�HUK�[OL�
=HUJV\]LY�(Y[�.HSSLY �̀�7YLMLY�[V�WLKHS&�*`JSL�*P[`�;V\YZ�VMMLYZ�
N\PKLK�IPRL�YPKLZ�HYV\UK�:[HUSL`�7HYR��*OPUH[V^U��.HZ[V^U�
HUK�.YHU]PSSL�0ZSHUK��6U�H�=HUJV\]LY�-VVKPL�;V\Y�VM�.YHU]PSSL�
4HYRL[� VY� [OL� JP[`»Z� I\YNLVUPUN� MVVK�[Y\JR� ZJLUL�� `V\� JHU�
LH[�NV\YTL[�OV[�KVNZ� [OH[�^PSS� SLH]L�`V\�KYVVSPUN� MVY�TVYL��
MYLZO�ZLHMVVK�WS\JRLK�MYVT�[OL�7HJPÄJ�6JLHU��HUK�Z^LL[�HUK� 

Fairmont Pacific Rim

Sharngi-La

Bacchus in the Wedgewood Hotel & Spa



ZH]V\Y`� JOVJVSH[L� JOPSP� JVVRPLZ�� HTVUN� THU`� V[OLY� 
[HU[HSPaPUN�[YLH[Z�

;V�LUQV`�H�WHUVYHTPJ�ZLUZL�VM� [OL�JP[ �̀�IVVR�H�ZJLUPJ� 
[V\Y�^P[O�/HYIV\Y�(PY��)VHYK�H�SLNLUKHY`�KL�/H]PSSHUK�PU�*VHS� 
/HYIV\Y�HUK�ZVHY�V]LY�)\YYHYK�0USL[�HUK�3PVUZ�.H[L�)YPKNL�� 
[HRPUN�PU�[OL�HLYPHS�]PL^Z�VM�=HUJV\]LY»Z�NSP[[LYPUN�KV^U[V^U�� 
Celebrated local author and artist Douglas Coupland  
K\IILK�=HUJV\]LY�¸[OL�*P[`�VM�.SHZZ¹�MVY�P[Z�KVTPUHU[�Z[LLS�
HUK�NSHZZ�HYJOP[LJ[\YHS�HLZ[OL[PJ��

/VS[� 9LUMYL^� PU� [OL� 7HJPÄJ� *LU[YL� PZ� WLYLUUPHSS`� [VWZ�
VU�THU`� H�TVUPLK� ]PZP[VY»Z� SPZ[�� 5L^� JVUJLW[� Z[VYL� :LJYL[� 
3VJH[PVU� MLH[\YLZ� HU� L_X\PZP[LS`� J\YH[LK� JVSSLJ[PVU� VM� 
PU[LYUH[PVUHS� KLZPNULYZ� HUK� HU� H[[LU[P]L� ZHSLZ� MVYJL�� 
(SILYUP� :[YLL[� �HRH� =HUJV\]LY»Z� ¸S\_\Y`� YV^¹�� PZ� [OL� WSHJL�
[V� NV� MVY� *OHULS�� ;PMMHU �̀� 3V\PZ� =\P[[VU�� ;VY`� )\YJO� HUK� 
)\YILYY �̀� (UK� [OL� NYP[[ �̀� `L[� [YLUK �̀� JVIISLK� Z[YLL[Z� VM� 
.HZ[V^U�� =HUJV\]LY»Z� IPY[OWSHJL�� HYL� OVTL� [V� H� 
NYV^PUN� HYYH`� VM� Z[`SPZO�� PUKLWLUKLU[� IV\[PX\LZ� 
HUK� \W�HUK�[YLUKPUN� KLZPNULYZ�� /LYL�� `V\� JHU�
IYV^ZL� OPWZ[LY� JSV[OPUN� Z[VYLZ� Z\JO� HZ� [OL� )SVJR�
HUK� 6IHRRP�� HUK� [OLU� Z[LW� PUZPKL� [OL� OHSSV^LK� 
OLHKX\HY[LYZ� VM� *HUHKH»Z� THZ[LY� VM� JYLH[P]L� MVV[^LHY�� 
1VOU�-S\L]VN��

+PUPUN� V\[� PU� =HUJV\]LY� PZ� HU� L_LYJPZL� PU� JOVPJL� 
THUHNLTLU["�[OLYL�HYL�Q\Z[�[VV�THU`�TV\[O^H[LYPUN�TLU\Z�
[V�IL�ZHTWSLK��-HTV\Z� MVY� P[Z�KLSPJPV\Z�ISLUKPUN�VM�7HJPÄJ� 
5VY[O^LZ[� HUK� (ZPHU� J\PZPULZ�� [OL� JP[`� [OH[� PU[YVK\JLK� [V�
[OL� ^VYSK� [OL� ����4PSL� +PL[� �WLUULK� I`� SVJHS� H\[OVYZ� 1�)�� 
4HJ2PUUVU� HUK� (SPZH� :TP[O�� Q\Z[PÄHIS`� WYPKLZ� P[ZLSM� 
VU� MHYT�[V�[HISL� MYLZOULZZ�� /LYL�� [OL� ^VYKZ� VYNHUPJ�� MYLL�
YHUNL�HUK�^PSK��HZ�PU�^PSK�ZVJRL`L�ZHSTVU��HWWLHY�VU�THU`�
H�JYLH[P]L�TLU\��

0U� H� [V^U� [OH[»Z� ZLYPV\Z� HIV\[� ZLUZH[PVUHS� ZLHMVVK�� 
@HSL[V^U»Z� LSLNHU[� )S\L� >H[LY� *HMt� PZ� H� Z[HUKV\[� MVY� 
ZPNUH[\YL�KPZOLZ� SPRL�+\UNLULZZ� JYHI��^LZ[�JVHZ[� ZHISLÄZO� 

The Bacchus bar

Raw/Bar at the Fairmont Pacific Rim

photo description

Blue Water Café

19Wine cellar at the Blue Water Café



HUK� ^OP[L� Z[\YNLVU�� (UV[OLY� OVTL�Y\U� OP[[LY� PZ� 4PR\� 
>H[LYMYVU[�� ZP[\H[LK� HSVUN� )\YYHYK� 0USL[� UL_[� [V� *HUHKH� 
7SHJL��^OLYL�JOLM�4H[Z\VRH�OHZ�[HRLU�[OL�Z\ZOP�L_WLYPLUJL� 
[V� [OL� UL_[� SL]LS� I`� \ZPUN� OPZ� MHTV\Z� ÅHTL�ZLHYLK� 
[LJOUPX\L�^P[O�ZPNUH[\YL�ZH\JLZ��

([� OPZ� LWVU`TV\Z� ÄUL�KPUPUN� YLZ[H\YHU[� PU� [OL� Z[H[LS`�
.LVYNPH�/V[LS��H^HYK�^PUUPUN�JOLM�+H]PK�/H^RZ^VY[O�ZLY]LZ�
\W� H� JVU[LTWVYHY`� ZWPU� VU� JSHZZPJ� *HUHKPHU� J\PZPUL� ^P[O�
THPUZ� SPRL�`HYYV^�TLHKV^Z�K\JR�IYLHZ[�� ZSV^�JVVRLK�^PSK�
ZHSTVU�HUK�ISHJR�VSP]L¶JY\Z[LK�OHSPI\[��^OPSL�(ZPHU�J\SPUHY`�
Z\WLYZ[HYZ� SPRL� JOLM�(UN\Z�(U�H[�2P[ZPSHUV»Z�;OHP� ZLUZH[PVU��
4HLUHT�� HUK� =PRYPT� =PQ�� JOLM� HUK� JV�V^ULY� VM� [OL� 0UKPHU� 
J\PZPUL�YLZ[H\YHU[Z�=PQ»Z�HUK�9HUNVSP��HYL�JVU[PU\HSS`�YHPZPUN�[OL�
Asian fusion bar. 

(UK� [OL� ILZ[� WHY[� VM� HSS� [OPZ� KLJHKLU[� UVZOPUN&� 5V� 
TH[[LY�OV^�T\JO�`V\�V]LYPUK\SNL��`V\»SS� SPRLS`�Z[PSS�IL�\W�H[�
KH^U��YLHK`�[V�IL�ZLK\JLK�HSS�V]LY�HNHPU�I`�[OH[�PYYLZPZ[PISL�
KHTL�^P[O�[OL�J\YPV\Z�UHTL�VM�=HUJV\]LY�

IF YOU GO
SMOOTH LANDINGS: First impressions count for 
a lot among seasoned travellers, and a city’s airport 
often sets the tone for what’s to come – think chaotic 
LAX or intimidating JFK. Luckily for Vancouver, YVR’s 
international arrivals terminal is literally a breath 
of fresh cedar and sea breeze–scented air. Voted 
North America’s top airport for the past five years, 
YVR offers an immersive west coast experience that 
includes an aquarium and a Green Wall featuring 
nearly 30,000 individual plants. It’s also home to 
a major collection of Northwest Coast native art, 
including Bill Reid’s iconic sculpture, Spirit of Haida 
Gwaii: The Jade Canoe. And getting downtown is 
a breeze: the Canada Line Skytrain departs YVR 
every 12 minutes for most of the day, and takes 25 
minutes to reach downtown Vancouver’s Waterfront 
Station. Taxis to downtown hotels run around $35.

GO-TO GUIDES: Tourism Vancouver (tourismvan-
couver.com) is a great place to start planning your 
stay. It features up-to-date information on Vancouver  
hotels, attractions, things to do and more. Check 
out its Two Days in Vancouver guide, a packed, 
48-hour itinerary highlighting some of the city’s 
best sights, landmarks and neighbourhoods. For 
discretionary diners, Urban Spoon (urbanspoon.
com) and Dine Here (dinehere.ca) feature current 
Vancouver restaurant listings and reviews from  
critics, food blogs and fellow diners. The city’s urban 
weekly newspaper, the Georgia Straight (straight.
com) also has entertainment and nightlife listings 
and reviews, while Vancouver Magazine (vanmag.
com) offers insider takes on the best restaurants, 
shopping and entertainment in town.

Exploring one of Vancouver's many galleries

The bar at Shangri-La

Bacchus in the Wedgewood Hotel & Spa Cycling in Stanley Park

Maenam Thai Restaurant


