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High adventure? B.C. Snow Scene Going to extremes

Marijuana legalization votes A weeklong trip to to B.C. left one The tourist magnet of San Pedro de

this week in Colorado and American couple with a dilemma — Atacama in Northern Chile overflows

Washington state open the which is better, Whistler or Blackcomb? with backpackers pumped for

door for marijuana tourism. They happily decide on a tie. adventure — and they get it in spades
in the remote wonderland.
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Safaris that help save animals’ lives

Consider an African wildlife rescue and rehabilitation centre for your next adventure

| SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2012

MARK SISSONS
SPECIALTO THE VANCOUVER SUN

Tracking rehabilitated chee-
tahs and leopards through the
African bush as they learn to
hunt and survive again in the
wild.

Riding on the backs of res-
cued elephants on a sunset
stroll to their favourite water-
ing hole, where they finally feel
safe from poachers. Observ-
ing and interacting with wild
orphaned chimpanzees as they
begin new lives on their rain-
forest island sanctuary.

Sound like your Kind of a
safari?

Then consider \lsnmg one
of these extraordinary wild-
life rescue and rehabilitation
centres, funded in large part
by their often luxurious guest
accommodations. You'll also
sleep well knowing that a large
portion of what you pay goes
directly toward the compas-
sionate care and protection of
some of Africa’s abandoned,
abused, injured and orphaned
animals.

Okonjima and the AfriCat
Foundation, Namibia

Nestled on 200 square kilo-
metres of private nature reserve
midway between the Namibian
capital of Windhoek and Eto-
sha National Park, Okonjima
is home to the AfriCat Founda-
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tion, a non-profit organization
working to foster conservation
and environmental awareness.
Since 1993, AfriCat has rescued
over 1000 cheetahs and leop-
ards on Namibian farmland,
successfully reintroducing over
85 per cent of them back into
the wild.

At Okonjima you can radio
track AfriCat’s rehabilitated
leopards and cheetahs as they
roam freely and catch their own
prey within the reserve. Then
visit the Carnivore Care Centre
to learn about the foundation’s

work and meet ‘ambassador
cheetahs’ — cats that cannot
ever be reintroduced into the
wild and are used to educate
visitors.

“Sadly because you have to
hand raise them, you can’t
release orphans like these,”
explains AfriCat’s Donna Han-
ssen as she enters an enclo-
sure to feed four hungry young,
ambassador cheetahs. Their
mother was shot by a farmer
while still pregnant with them.

“These four are exceptionally
sweet. We call them the Adams

family — Morticia, Wednesday,
Pugsy and Gomez.”

Built along with three other
lodges to generate revenue for
AfriCat, Okonjima’s ultra-luxu-
rious Grand African Villa over-
looks a natural water hole in a
secluded wilderness area within
the reserve where animals can
come and go freely.

It comes complete with a
personal host, private chef,
dedicated safari guide, pri-
vate safari vehicle and Holly-
wood pedigree: Brad Pitt and
Angelina Jolie stayed here

before the Namibian birth of
their daughter Shiloh. (www.
okonjima.com and www.afri-
cat.org)

Hoedspruit Centre,
South Africa

The Hoedspruit Endan-
gered Species Centre (HESC)
is another research, conserva-
tion and rehabilitation facility
in southern Africa working to
preserve and renew the conti-

nent’s dwindling numbers of
big cats. It focuses on releasing

captive-bred cheetahs to the
wild, breeding endangered,
vulnerable or rare animal spe-
cies, and caring for orphaned
or injured animals. Here, you
can have educational and
often intimate encounters
with cheetahs, lions and leop-
ards that are now among the
continent’s most endangered
species.

“The HESC is living proof
that people can make a dif-
ference to the long-term s
vival of the planet and its ani
mal inhabitants,” says Adine
Roode, whose late mother,
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BOOKNOW fora chance to WIN A NIGHT at

The Fairmont Chateau Whistler or The Fairmont Empress!

LUXURY
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VIETNAM & CAMBODIA

AIRFARE, 4* ACCOMMODATION, TRANSPORTATION
‘GUIDED TOURS, MOST MEALS
“Per person based on double occupancy. Return air from Vancouver.
§00-1525 Robson St, Vancouver
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SUN PEAKS
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Stay & Ski
3 nights stay + 2 days of skiing
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866-429-2207
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China Yangtze Special 16-Day Tour (Air China)
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Mo 22, by 18,

Yangtze Spectacular 18-Day Deluxe Tour
Fr.0$3,190 per person, C$100 Early Bird per person
Nov2
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Classic Desert Vacation Rentals & Realty =
1,2 0r 3 Bedroom @
Condos or Homes
Golf, Tennis, Pools & Spas e
Fine Desert Dining
& Gm!»ﬁhopping
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Toll Free 1-877-827-3529
www.classicdesert.com

C ¥ Grand Sotect

A Diision of Grand Holdays

2013 China Yangtze River Special:
March 24, April 1,15 & 22, May 6 &

13, Sept. 16, Oct 7, 14, 21 & 28, Nov 4

5 Stars Deluxe MV President Prime-
Outside Cabin with Balcony + 5 Stars Hotel
15 Days Shanghai, Side trip to Suzhou/
Water Vilage, Yangtze River Cruise, Xian
& Beijin

(Escorted, ncludes: Retum air from Vancouver
noti,sghtseeig, hore excursion & meals one
ree day in Beiing)

Per Person from $2498.00 +Tax $490.00

Tndochina - Vietnam & Cambodia 17-Day Deluxe Tour
Fr.

Senior 60+ $50.00 Discounts.

X person, CS: ly Bird per per
2013 -Jan. 16,Feb. 20

Book trough your ravelagentor call

For enquiry pl v
agent or cal

i
Tel: 604-214-8468 / Toll Free: 1-888-788-1123

ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Lente, founded the facility in
1990.

Eventually, Lente Roode
opened the HESC to injured,
orphaned and endangered ani-
mals of all species.

cally interacting with even
its non-releasable ambassa-
dor cheetahs, the HESC offers
‘hands-on’ photo ops with
carefully selected cats, as well
as the chance to view close up
rare wild dogs, lions, African
wild cats, ground hornbills and
sable antelope.

Guests can also take ele-
phant-back safaris at nearby
Camp Jabulani, a luxury
safari lodge also owned by the
Roode family in the heart of
the Kapama Game Reserve,
about a 30-minute drive
away.

Camp Jabulani’s trained herd
of elephants was also rescued
by the HESC and its members
are renowned for their gentle
temperaments.

The camp’s first elephant,
16-year old Jabulani, was
orphaned at four months and
hand-reared by Lente Ruode

Orphaned baby elephants can find a home at Camp Jabulani in South Africa, a luxury safair lodge in the heart of the Kapama Game Reserve.

Samara Private Game
Reserve, South Africa

Samara is one of South Afri
ca’s most progressive pri-
vate game reserves, as well as

safari retreat in a

ry
“We fell in love with the
Great Karoo, its vast beauty,
its wildness and the poten-

tial to restore it,” recalls Sarah
Tompkins, who began buying
up over 70,000 acres of der-
elict farms with her husband,
Mark over a decade ago. They
then began tearing down kilo-
metres of fencing while letting
the land gradually return to its
natural state. Only once envi-
ronmental equilibrium took
hold on their reclaimed domain
did the Tompkins begin repop-
ulating this land where millions
of animals that once roamed
free, including cape moun-
tain zebras, white rhinos, blue
cranes and cheetahs.

Samara is synonymous with
the cheetah that once thrived
on its immense grasslands.
Hunted to near extinction in
the Great Karoo and Eastern
Cape well over a century ago,
the world’s fastest land mam-
mal once again calls this land
home, thanks to the efforts of
the Tompkins and the nearby
De Wildt Cheetah and Wildlife
Trust.

Situated on a majestic pla-
teau with spectacular views of
the sweeping Plains of Camde-
boo, Samara’s Manor House is
a beautifully restored historic
homestead that can accom-
modate up to eight guests in
four spacious air-conditioned
suites.

herself. (www.
com and www.hesc.co.: z"«)
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Just outside, an infinity pool flows
into a watering hole where game con-
gregates in the early morning and late
afternoon, including some of the cats
who came back to the Great Karoo
thanks to one couple’s vision and per-
severance. (www.samara.co.za)

Ngamba Island Chimpanzee
Sanctuary, Uganda

A century ago, nearly two million
chimpanzees thrived in Africa’s forests
and bush. Today, fewer than 200,000
remain. They continue to disappear
at an alarming rate due to wholesale
destruction of their habitat, hunting of
adults for their meat in countries like
the Democratic Republic of Congo, and
poaching of their orphaned offspring
for sale as illegal exotic pet export:

African authorities who confiscate
baby chimps from poachers or mar-
ket vendors send them to sanctuaries
across the continent where they can live
out their lives, since they would never
be able to survive in the wild. Ngamba
Island is one of those sanctuaries.
Established in 1998 to care for orphaned
chimps rescued by the Uganda Wildlife
Authority, this 40-hectare refuge on
Lake Victoria near Entebbe, Uganda
cares for over 40 orphaned chimps.
Staff also educates visitors and local
communities about our primate cousins
and the importance of conserving their
fragile forest habitat.

At Ngamba Island you can view
either a morning or afternoon feeding
from a platform area along the edge of
the sanctuary fence and listen to infor-
mative talks by sanctuary staff. D1\
and overnight visits (staying in I
tents) can be booked through the
outfitters listed below. Volunteers with
previous primate care experience can

(wwiw.ngambaisland.com)

Recommended outfitters
Visits to these wildlife sanctuaries can
be booked through the Heritage Safari
Company (www.heritagesafaris.com),
W Big Five Tours & Expeditions (www.big-

five.com) or Truffle Pig (www.trufflepig.
com).

Visitors to the Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre get the chance for hands-on contact with the animals.

TRAVELII H3

Feb 20-Mar 11
Nov 7-26, 2013
Airfare, Accomm.
Meals & Tours
20 Days Escorted

spend up to six months on the island.
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Terrific value & exceptional quality!

Prices listed below INCLUDE air from Vancouver, deluxe hotel
accommodation, your Holland America cruise and all taxes

‘ @ Holland America Line: ‘ A few (of many) current packages available:

Caribbean "™
11 nights (1 nt hotel & 10 nt cruise) - December 6, 2012

BALCONY $1 899 cap wsioe 1599 .o
Hawaii MS ZAANDAM

15 nights (1 nt hotel & 14 ntcruise) - January 4, 2013
San Diego - Hilo - Honolulu - Nawiliwili -
Lahaina - Ensenada - San Diego

oceanview $1999 ¢ msine $1799 c.o
Transatlantic """

19 nights (3 nts hotel & 16 nt cruise) - March 21, 2013
Fort Lauderdale - Ponta Delgada - Lisbon - Seville -
Malaga - Cartagena - Rome

BALCONY 52799 caD wsioe 2549 .o
Australia/Pacific oo

25 nights (3 nts hotel & 22 nt cruise) - April 8, 2013
Sydney - New Caledonia - Fiji - Samoa -
Nawiliwili - Honolulu - Vancouver

BALCONY $4499 oo wsie$3899 i
Panama Canal """

23 nights (1 nthotel & 22 nt tomise - April 18, 2013
Fort Lauderdale - Aruba - Cartagena - Costa Rica - Nicaragua -
uatulco - Puerto Chiapas - San Diego - Vancouver

sacony °3699 ..o wsie $3099 ..

One of our “non cruise” hosted travel experiences:

KENYA & TANZANIA 2013 SAFARI
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East Africa” safari is a wonderful

co-hosted by medical media. personamy Dr. Dave
Hepbum and his wil T

Why book with CruisePlus?

* Avard
* Welltrained, very friendly, and knowledgeable
team of "non commissioned” travel professionals
* Our GruisePlus Rewards Program offers
any

Call Dave

-
cnuse inerary Vot wavwaafarsbydare.com for more lfol

CruisePlus

ww.cruiseplus.ca

One of Canada’s Top Agencies for 13 Years!
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Our care
Your carefree

3-night/4-day

Good Neighbor Hotel Vacation package
starting at

uss

per person/per day

for a family of 4, includes
4-Day Park Hopper Tickets™.

Race down to

Resort and cruise into the all-new Cars Land—
where DisneyePixar Cars film comes roaring to
life with fun for the en-tire family!

Disneyland

Visit disneyland.ca/happier or call 866-60-DISNEY
or your Travel Agent today.
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PUERTO VALLARTA

3979 HOLIDAY INN RESORT PUERTO
VALLARTA 3¢ ok ¢

. 7NIGHTS ALLINGLUSIVE -SAT AN 25 -+ 348 THSFFEES

PUNTACANA

s BEROSTARPUNTACANA
*kkk

7NIGHTS ALL INGLUSIVE  WED, JAN2 + + 6386 THS/FEES
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