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Sound the
alarm on your

baggage

GEAR « The last hurdle
after along and tiring trip
is jockeying for position at
the baggage carousel with
fellow cranky and impatient
travellers.

Two new devices, the
Easy 2 Pick Luggage Finder
and the LED luggage tag,
aim to eliminate that
hassle. It's espetially help-
ful if you own one of those
ubiquitous black suitcases.

The Luggage Finder’s fob
can be attached to your
key chain, and a thin, hard
plastic tag is affixed to
your suitcase.

You can head to the
bathroom or go grab a
coffee while waiting for
your bag. Once it lands on
the carousel and you're
at least 30 metres from
the bag, the alarm sounds
on the fob. It's not loud
enough to attract the
attention of anyone but
you. ($24.99)

Naftali, the same maker
and distributor of this prod-
uct also makes the Easy
2 Pick, a flashing luggage
finder using LED lights.
Attach the hard-plastic card
to your bag and deactivate
it when checking in your
bag.

Once it lands on the car-
ousel, it will start to flash.
Chances are you'll be the
only one able to identify
your bag this way.

The products are available
in Calgary at Office Depot
and Bed, Bath & Beyand.

Can you dig
a Caribbean
vacation?

VOLUNTEER » Here's a
unique holiday that requires
a little digging of the
archeological kind.

If you've ever wanted te
dabble in archeology, here’s
your chance to fearn a itle
about it on the beautiful
Caribbean Island of St. Vin-
cent, one of the 30 Grena-
dine Islands.

SVG Digs Is looking for
volunteersin early 2011
to help unearth more
fascinating artifacts at
its Argyle 2 site, about 20
minutes south of the capi-
tal city Kingstown. Since
digging began in 2009, a
rectangular longhouse and
more than 700 artifacts
revealing the past of the
island’s inhabitants have
been found.

The dig is happening due
1o the construction of an
airport that will eventually-
accommodate international
flights (currently only small
planes from neighbouring
islands can land.) Funding
has all but dried up after
several organizations,
including the University of
Calgary has lent financial
support. Now, the group is
looking for volunteers to
continue the work.

No previous experience
is required. Participants
receive training to partici-
pate in the dig.

Cost for ane week is
$1,795 (excluding airfare to
the island), That includes
accommodations (with
kitchen and laundry facili-
ties), all meats and a boat
tour to The Falls of Balleine,
one of St. Vincent's most
spectacular sights.

The trip goes Jan. 9 to
Feb. 5. Participants can opt
for aweek or more. Details
at svgdigs.com.

— Lisa Monforton, Calgary Herald
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Qutdoors adven-
tures in Kauai. Ge to
calgaryherald.com/
trave!

[op: A Palestinian man walks in an alley in

erusalem’s old city.

Taking in Jerusalem’s maz
of religion and politics

TYRONE BEASON
MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS
JERUSALEM

e rabbis see me before
Isee them.
As [ catch their gaze,

the two rabbis bound up a
flight of stairs to where I stand
admiring the astonishing reli-
gious spectacle that is Jerus:
lem's ancient, walled Old City.
~ Just below, tourists approach
e Western (Wailing) Wall at
\ solemn pace, tucking folded~

jich covers the place where
slims believe the Prophet

heaven, shimmers in the heat.

v lount of Olives, the equally

istrous onion-dome Church
of St. Mary Magdalene com-
.pl«as the spiritual panorama.

standing uncomfortably close,
asks with a thick, jaunty ac-
cent.

Ttell him, and without warn-
ing each man places a hand on
my forehead. Then they begin
10 pray, loudly, in Hebrew, for
what seems like a full minute.

“What's your mother’s
‘name?" the other rabbi says,
ignoring my embarrassment
over this very public display.

I1tell them and once agai
they lay hands on my
and pray vigorously in
brew.

T've come to Jerusalem
with the more touristy aim of
exploring the Isracli capi
rich history and faith-spike
culwre. But before this epi
sode is over, God has received
prayers on behalf of my dad
and| Imnhers, too.

tors to Jerusalem come
away with delusions of gras

“Whm’syuur

Israel’s desert adventures

MARK SISSONS
FOR THE CALGARY HERALD

“This is where Jesus
spent part of his 40 days
in the desert.” explains
guide Israel Ariel as we
follow winding goat paths
and scramble over boulder
fields.

Far above us loom the
towering burnt orange
limestone walls and craggy
cliffs of this eerily silent
desert canyon called Wadi
Ze'Elim, part of Israel's
Judean wilderness. We're
only a few kilometres
from the Qumran caves,
where the famous Dead Sea
Scrolls were discovered in

1947
Hiking through this hyp~

, notically beautiful moon-

scape — believed by some
to be the earthly crucible
where Jesus warded off
Satan’s temptations before
Iaunchmg Christianity —

is a 2,000-year step back
through time.

‘Wadi Ze'Elim trekking is
just one of many adventure
travel experiences available
in Israel, better known as
the fand of the Bible, Local
adventure tour specialists
now offer guided programs
for everyone from novices
10 experts.

You can hike, rappel
down cliffs, go caving.
kayak, dive in the Red Sea,
join desert jeep and camel
safaris, and explore some
of the Middle East's most
spectacular scenery on
foot.

And because Israel is so
compact, nearly every ac-
tivity is within a few hours’
reach. You could have
breakfast at your Mediter-
ranean waterfront holel in
Tel Aviv and watch black
goats scramble up steep
cliffs in the Negev Desert
by lunch, Or take in the
sunrise over Old Jerusalem
and the sunset that evening
at a remote campsite deep
within the Judean wilder-
ness.

“The Judean is where
you can begin to reach the
deepest depths of your soul
if you're open to inner es-
ploration,” explains Ariel as
we break for lunch in Wadi
Ze’Elim.
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Mark Sissons,
for the Calgary
Herald

Animals like
the rare ibex
are found in
the Negev
Desert's Ein
Avdat Nation-
al Park.
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ISRAEL: Wild vistas
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Judean Desert.
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According to the Bible, Jesus
spent 40 days in the Judean
Desort near Wadi Ze'Elim,
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If You Go
Ariel is n self-styled human po-
tential guny cum guide who often Israel’'s national airline, EI Al
leads G wroups far tal.co., b
into Egypt's Sinal Desert. Tlights trom Now York and Les
As araptor glides high overbead Angeles. Go lsrapl (www.goisrael.
i the shimmering sun. Ariel sud- com), Israel’s national travel
denly exclaims the desert lives website, is 8 good resource.
within him, grabs my camers, und — -
begins snapping photos of reck cent of Israel's Lund treass, but
andd cloud formations. [halfexpect  contains less than six per cent of
my ecoentric guide to command 4 its mnlﬂkm
nearby bush to burst into flame. Negev's beautiful nature
But 0o spontaneous combustions rmfves offer superh hiking and
mkkmm most popular is
Ein Avdat National Park, a series
looking the turquoise waters of nu: of deep desert cunyons rich in
Dead Sea in time to see fiery sun- lertile vegetation nnd animals,

set. In the distance, the mesa-top
fortress of Masada juts our from the
surrounding landscape like a stone
bange about to taunch inro the wa-
ter athousand feet below.

This isolated tabletop moun-
tain is 4 3,000-year-old symbol of
Jewish resistance in the face of
overwhelming odds. It was here in
70 AD that a fanatical seet of Jews
callied the Zealots endured the Ro-
man army’s wo-year sege, opting
in the end to commit mass suicide
rather than surrender.

Darring our hour-long climb up
the winding trail to Masada's sum-
mit, Ariel explains that Jsraeli army
recruits who have successfully
completed their Israel Defense
Forces hasic
here in torchlit ceremonies, which

ith the defiant declara-
thony; “Masada shall not fall agaln.”

The outlines of the l(um:m army'’s
encampments encircling
ure still visible from its rampurts,
S0 the Dead Sea, where poople
have been coming for thousands
of years to soak in its restorative
waters. At 422 mettes below sea
level, it's the lowest point on Earth.
You don't swim in lts waters: you
tloat, buoyed by the incredibly high
salinity bevels.

e Dendd Sea s a dramatic con-
trast 1o where we've been for two
days — the sustere Negev Desert, &
few hours to the south. This deso-
late region comprises nearly 5o per
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inchading rare ibex. Visitors can
descend a stoep staircase cut
from the cliff slde and explore
the canyon’s dry riverbed floot,
Mivided by a series of waterfalls
fowing inte deep, dark pools.
An even more impressive Ne-
gev adventure destination is Ra-
ot Crater, the so-called Grasd
Canyon of Israel. Five hundred
metres deep ond 40 kilometres
long, it is considered the world's
largest crater, although it was
formed by natural erosion rather
than an asteroid impact, Local
operators can arrange single and
multi-day teeks, as well as camel
or 6«;‘ safaris deep Into the
erater’s heart. Mountaln biking
tours are also possible, as is mp-
pelling from the crater’s edge.
“Amazing” proclaims Ariel as
we ihmire this primordial kind-
scape, “When you enter biblical
desent lands with me, you are
searching not with the mind, but
with the soul” he continues.
Sensing another of Ariel's
epiphanic lectures coming. T
excuse myself and wander off to
where the silence Is complete.
Arfel has one thing right — ex-
ploring wild places like Ramon
Crater and Wadi Ze’Elim offers
a fresh way of experiencing this
anclent land. You may not fancy
spending 4o days wandering
them. but Isziel’s deserts dofi-
nitely offer sdventures galore.
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