7/21/2018 Vancouver Sun

SAVE UPTO $13,290"
1-866-630-WAVE

VANCOUVER SUN SATURDAY, JULY 21, 2078

FUN IN THE JAMAICAN SUN

No shortage of activities at resort H7

WWw.cruise-connections.com C )

TOTHETOP
INSTYLE

Resort’s gondola
now open H5

SECTION H

Looking for a laid-back weekend getaway?
Hopon a ferry tothe Sunshine Coast

MARK SISSONS

Ithasbeen called the mostbeauti-
ful anchorage in the world. Shel-
tered by sheer granite walls
ing over 2,000 metres from the
ocean’s edge and lined with more
than 60 waterfalls sending snow-
melt water cascading down its
tree-lined walls into the sea.

No, this isn’t the Norwegian
coastline. Nor is it Alaska or Pa-
tagonia. 'm in Princess Louisa
Inlet — swiwelat in the language
of the Sechelt First Nation — one
of the West Coast’s most spectacu-
lar glacier-cut fiords. And casily
accessible on a weekend getaway

from Vancouver to the Sunshine
Coast.

Nestled at the northeast corner
of Jervis Inlet, Princess Louisa In-
letand its most famous attraction,
Chatterbox Falls, can be reached
via a 45-minute float plane ride,
a three-hour drive, or by way of
ascenic four-hour boat cruise of-
fered by West Coast Wilderness
Lodge, one of the Sunshine Coast’s
most luxurious properties.

Perched on an oceanfront
cliffside on the outskirts of the
historic village of Egmont, it
may not boast Tofinos big surf
or Whistler’s adventure activi
ties and nightlife options, but if

you're seeking a relaxing, nature
getaway, West Coast Wilderness
Lodge fits the bill.

Halfway into our cruise to Prin-
cess Louisa Inlet we pass Young
Life’s lusurious Malibu Club, a
popular Christian summer camp.
In the 1940s it was a secret hide-
away for Hollywood royalty like
John Wayne and Bob Hope. Today,
Camp Malibu invites thousands of
Canadian and American teenagers
to accept Jesus into their hearts
while having the time of their im-
pressionable younglives water ski-
ing, canocing, hiking, swimmi

g Inlets
offers gourmet dining along with

at West Coast Lodge
gorgeous views.
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and socializing.
SEE SUNSHINE ON H2
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West Coast Wilderness Lodge boasts some of the finest ocean views in the province.

SUNSHINE FROM H1

My goal is Skookumchuck Rap-
ids, reachable by an easy four-kilo-
metre hike along a well-groomed
trail beneath a canopy of towering

Chill out and savour sea life,
serenity and stellar views

rinth of bays, slo ug:h andislands,
just five kilometres long from its
entrance to its head at Oyster Bay.
A principal part of the Sunshine
Coast’s main marine highway be-
fore a regional road system was

aldersand maples. The entran
Skookumehuck Narrows Provin-
cial Park is just a 15-minute walk
from the resort.

A white-water tidal cataract,
Skookumchuck — which means
strong or turbulent water in Chi-
nook, an Indigenous language
once commonin the Pacific North-
west —casily lives up to its name.
Tts frothing, churningcurrentsand
treacherous whirlpools threaten
and delight a small band of ex-
rs practising pivot-
ingand underwater rolls.

T arrive at West Coast Wilder-
ness Lodge in time for a three-
course gourmet dinner on the pa-
tio of the resort’s award-winning
Inlets Restaurant. From the deck
[ watch as cagles and cormorants
soar overhead; below, snorting sea
lions flop on the rocks.

Pacific Yachtingmagazine called
Inlets “the best waterfront res
taurant in this part of the world.”
[ have the scafood chowder, fol-
lowed by PE.L mussels in classic
Frenchwhitewineand garlicstyle,
and a main of perfectly prepared
Thai coconut halibut. The wine
st features some of the bestlabels
B.C. has to offer.

And the company — mostly
Europeans awestruck by the gor-
geous setting — is most agreeable.

A storm is brewing, however,
and Isoon evacuate the patio just
before sheets of rain hammer the
harbour. Moments later, the mini
maelstrom has passed, leaving in
its wake a rainbow arcing across
the evening sky, perfectly framed
inthe Inlets Restaurant’s massive

z

is as golden as
the setting sun, and the sea and
cedar smells mingle and awaken
the senses.

in the 1950s, this intri-
cate body of water has been called
“the Venice of the North” by the
cclectic collection of loggers, fish-
artists and escapists who have
called Pender Harbour home over
the past century.
estination is Painted Boat
Resort, Spa and Marina, a collec-
tion of 30 luxury two-bedroom vil-
las adjacent to the tranquil village
of Madeira Park about 30 kilome-
tres from Sechelt.

Set on five acres overlooking
Gerrans Bay, the family-friendly
villas feature open floor plans,
large kitchens, West Coast
furnishings and come equipped

withallthe conveniences ofhome.
The resident spa offers a range of
facial and massage services, as
well as water and bath therapies
and anti-aging wraps and scrubs.
And the on-site Lagoon Restau-
rant serves a selection of seafood.
Like West Coast Wilderness
Lodge, the emphasis at Painted
Boat is firmly on taking it casy.
Kayaks and standup paddle
boards are available to rent, but
after dinner [ optinstead to spend
my time relaxing on my villa’s
enormous deck, watching the
harbour’s teal waters subtly shift
shades as the June sun elongates
the evening. I'm in amellow Sun-
shine Coast state of mind.
The writer was hosted by West Coast
Wilderness Lodge and Painted Boat
Resort, Spa & Marina. Neither
property reviewed this story prior to
publication.

Getting there

w B.C. Ferries offers numer-
ous daily sailings from its
Horseshoe Bay terminal to
Langdale on the Sunshine
Coast. Sailing time is 40 min-
utes. Reservations are recom-
mended on weekends. From
Langdale. it's a 90-minute
drive along scenic Highway
101to Egmont.
beferries.com

Where to stay

w The West Coast Wilderness
Lodge is open from May to
October. A two-night getaway
package includes two nights’
accommodation ina cliffside.
suite, two gourmet dinners.
at Inlets Restaurant, full
breakfast daily and a hike out
to the Skookumchuck Rapids.
wewl.com

= Painted Boat Resort & Spa
islocated on the Pender Har-
bour waterfront near Madeira
Park and open year-round
paintedboat.com

Visit Sunshine Coast
Tourism’s website at
.sunshinecoastcanada.com

The magnificent Pnncess Loulsa Marine Park has been called the most
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Apr. 15,2019 $4,498 + 599 taxes
2nights Barcelona +

16 nights Suez Canal Cruise +

14 nights Spice Route Cruise +

beautiful anchorage in the world. PHOTOS: MARK SISSONS

Tel: 604-732-3812  Toll Free: 1-800-663-2288

‘Www.marcopolotours.com:
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Oct 20,2018 $4,598 taxes included)
15 Days Far East Discovery
Viking Orion: Sails Beijing - HongKong
Bejing 2, Dofon, Qingio, Yllow S (rsing),

Airfa
Spen‘mm of the Seas:

Ishigas sand, Xamen 2, Hong Kong 2
2Countries; 8 Guided Tours + transfers w/Alr
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Dubal 3, Musca, Cochin 2.
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4night cruises depart Lund  coastalcruises.ca
or Powell River Airport
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August 27 Cruise
Save $400/couple!

604.566.8027

Introducing

3-Michelin star experienced Chef Katsuyuki Sekihata

Katsuyuki

e

rock-water
secret cove resort
is pleased to announce the appointment of

Sekihata as the Resort's new

;‘ Executive Chef. Chef Sekihata worked
with Chef Paul Bocuse, a 3-Michelin star Chef

Gelebrity J€ Cruisess

PRINGESS CRUISES
Sep.08.2018 $498 + s268 taxes
3 nights Coastal Cruise
3 nights Las Vegas
Golden Princess:sais Vancouver -Los Angolos
ach tanshor Pir to Las Vogas

Feb. 18,2019 $2,898 + 568 taxes
3 nights Tokyo +
8 nights Circle Japan Cruise
Diamond Princess: round trip Yokohama
Yokohama, Nagoyo, Osaka, Okinaw, Taiei Yokohama
ith Transfers
(s day Tokya iy Tour + 1 doy . FullTou)

Limted
4B o 4B
Sep. 21.2018 $1,198 + s498 taxes
10 s Hawaii Cruise
+ Return Alr
Bl e i

Qct. 10,2018 53,398~s1uum¢s
Air + 2 nights Tokyo +
14 nights Japan, S.Korea& China Cruise
+2 nights Shanghai
Caebity Milium: Sas Ykorama- Shangha

L iclade nafdoy Toutn
Tokyo & Shanghai”*
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LAST CHANCE LAST MINUTE SUMMER SPECIAL

Retracing my route the next
day back along Highway 101, T i
approsch pmdf,. H:rbu\z's laby- cuisine. The knowledge he received from Chef Bocuse permitted

R T Chef Sekihata to work at Michelin starred restaurants and
aul Condo An iome i f i
Your Piaca of Paradise ho;els around Ihe world including Chateauneuf, Noga Hilton
Kihei « Wailea « West Maui Switzerland, Café GrecosNew York and many more. Rockwater
20 Properties Including is looking forward to sharing his incredible new menu with you.

Kihei Akahi ¢ Maui Kamaole
Kamaole Sands e Kauhale Makai|

known for his innovative approach to French Explore the fjords of the Sunshine Coast - choose
any two or three night package at wewl.com
Cruise the Princess Louisa Inlet for 50% off the
tour& also receivea further 20% off your room.

Call one of our Agents on Haul Toll Free: 1-877-296-4593
to save with our best rates!
844.368.1398 www.rockwatersecretcoveresort.com

MauiCondo.com
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