Al

— Mark Sissons

What really sets Ticino apart from the rest of Switzerland
is the laid-back vibe, Italian charm and unpretentious
yet delicious cuisine you'll find here on the sunny side
of the Swiss Alps.
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ASWISS SLICE OF TH
MEDITERRANEAN

Tucked between the Alps and Ttaly, Ticino offers the best of both worlds

MARK SISSONS

Here, in the only one of Switzer
lands 26 cantons located entircly
south of the Alps, sun-drenched,
palmtree-lined promenades meet
gacier-fedlakes. A Mediterranean
climate and attitude prevail, but
you can still savour la dolce v
served with a dollop of Swiss ef-
ficiency.

MentionSwitzerland and choco-
Iate, cheese, cows and armyknives
might come to mind, not pasta,
gelato, Vespas or piazzas
the southernmost Swiss canton of
Ticino, Italian language, ulture,
archilecture and cuisine predom.
inate, These are just a v of the
qualities that make Ticino — mid-
way between Zurich and Milan
— an enticing destination, even
for people from the German and
DrenchspekingpartsofSitir-

'[‘o besure, Ti

ofthe Swiss Alp
Picture sippinga signature white
Merlotdel Tici idecafé

can be as beautiful as any place in
the centralor nommmpms ofthe.
iy,

patio — or in a granite grotto un-
der the shade of a chestnut tree —
P ;

The Saturday morning market n Bellnzona' historic Piazza Collegiata. kess¥ STs1WEGGEx) T1CINO TURIS O

minutes from Lugano by rail. e

Tissima Bellinzona, as many who

have visited fondly call it, is most

famousforits complex of medieval

fortifications,dosignated a UNE-
1d;
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Domestic lights departing
from Zurich and Geneva
senvice Lugano-Agno airport.
Zurichairport s about two
hours from Lugano by rail,
and Milan Malpensa (MXP).
about 90 minutes. The most
scenic way to reach Ticino is
aboard the Gotthard Panora-
ma Express from Lucerne to
Bellinzona and Lugano.

Where to st:
Lugano has awide range of
hotels. Luxurious options
include The View Lugano,
Hotel Splendide Royal and
Grand Hotel Vila Castagnola
Located a block from the
waterfrontand a
wawmmme OldToun, Ho(e\

Paixis an excellent
mm—range choice

Getting around
The Swiss Travel Pass offers.
unlimited trave by rail. road
andbus on the highly effi-
cient Swiss Travel System. To
purchase, visit sbb.ch,

More info
For everything you need to
know to plan your Ticino stay.
visitticino.ch
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Lukmanicr and San Bernardino
passes, they remain among the

a fascinating museum displays
artifacts dating back to Roman

lakes, verdant valleys and peace-
ful pastures where the tinkle of

0 We in2000.

most of me-

soup, mortadella, busecca, risotto
and fresh lakefish. Then watching

the ringing
of Romanesque church bells, But
what really sets Ticino apart from
the rest of Switzerland is the laid-
back vibe, Italian charm and un-
pretentious yet delicious cuisine.
youll find here on the sunny side

spress
and tortadi panc.
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ing the entire valley, the three
castles that make up the Fort
£B telgrande, C:

where in the Alps. Dominating a
rocks pealoverlooking e ml]e)

BELLISSIMA BELLINZONA

The capital of Ticino is not the
canton’s largest city of Lugano.
Iesthe town of Bellinzona, just 20

so Corbar — once controlled this
Keystrategic passage from the Alps
to the Mediterranean.

Tor centuries protectors of this

the trio, Bulltby the
dukesof Milaninthe 4t century
invaders from the

oramic views of the Ticino Valley

ainted in the 15th century. And
‘within them arc expansive grassy
ramparts offering plenty of spa
for the town’s teenagers to loiter,
Tocal families to pienic, and visitors
tocontemplatewhatlife musthave
been like during the age of
and drawbridges
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ENJOY BREATHTAKING VISTAS
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Panama Canal, Alaska &
South Pacific!

Ask us about any Holland America Line Cruise

i i
22 Nt Panama Canal [l 8 Night Alaska

April 8, 2023 | Nieuw Amsterdam September 15, 2023 | Koningsdam South Pacific

Fort Lauderdale to Vancouver inditrip Vancouver

September 26, 2023 | Volendam
» Tnight in a 4% Fort Lauderd »1nightin a 4% Vancouver hotel Vancouver to san Diego
hotel »1night in a 4% Vancou
» 21 night cruise & tz 7 ise (or $100 US pp onboard
» $137.50 US pp onl

bout the Volendam

o 43899 oy, ey 410,599

EPHE 1-800-854-9664

% C r u iS e PI u S & cruiseplus.ca/vancouver

TRAVEL &TOU RS [EIAY X info@cruiseplus.ca
Sign up to receive our emails at CruisePlus.ca

Newookings oy, Faes areparparson 1 curancy ot basdon doubleoccupancy, both s and ot s capaclty controld,subec toaalbity g th tmoof booking offf may bowthdawn whout ot Includes oo
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JAMES BOND BUNGEE

Also visible from the summit of
Monte ToZRs i omous
Contra (Locarno) Damfrom
James Bond famously, phmmwml
in the opening scene of the 1995
movie GoldenEye. still considered
Oheofthemostspectacutar <tunts
in cinematic history. Today, aerial
thrill seckers looking to be shaken
can take the same 220 m plunge
offthis dam, one of the highest in
Europe. Fittingly called the Gold-
enEye Bungee Jump, its the see-
ond-highest fixed bungee instal-
lation in the world.

PR 11 < v
the timeless Ticino count,
T B
asanaperitifbefore strappinginto
your safety gearand jumping head
firstinto the abyss. Free-fallingfor
astomach twisting7.5 seconds to-
‘ward the reservoir Lago die Vogor-
10 below, you hope, of course, to
dieanother day

LAKESIDE LUGAND

Nicknamed the Monte Carlo
of Switzerland for the growing
number of celebrities, entertain-
ersand professional athletes who
callithome, and the Rio of the Old
Worldforits dramaticlakeside set-
ting amid volcanic peaks, Ticino’s

en fora Mediterrancan resort.
Spend a morning exploring the

narrov, car-free streets that
diate from the Old Town’s Piaz
dela Reforma, inged with
tel- u»lnu A

W ’é 7
y
,v/v//,r/

Lecenatawaterside cafelong the
passeggiata-friendly promenade.
“Then devote your evening to din-
ing alfresco across the lak
fami < sroto, and youllFall .

under Lugano’s seductive spell. evening to
For the best views in town, take

the funicular or hike Lo the sum.
mit of Monte San Salvatore, nick:
named the Sugarloal Mountain of
s d s s
oo From e soimne,  atafamily-style
ploeethe mowntaintop village of

Caror, Tamous for it labora grotto, and
decoratedronidencesand o
T6th contury Church of . Giorgio,

Devote your

dining alfresco
across the lake

youll fall under

“Then admire the exotic plants and Lugano's

flowers of Parco San Grato, all the

time aware thatwhile you may still seductive spell.
bein the Switzerland of Ieidi and

alphorns, your spirit is also fluent

in Ttalian.

l
Ticino'slargest ity s Lugano,  ovely lakeside destination that's a popular hollday draw for
both residents of Switzerland and foreign travellers. srarx stsso

. MILE ZERO TOURS

BRITISH COLUMBIA

27 Night Japan & Alaska

Limited Space left
May 13,2023 | Queen Elizabeth | Yokohama to Vancouver

Call Today to

Save your spot! i i
i »2 nlghts in av4* Tokyo hotel BALCONY

»25 night cruise & taxes $6149

» Pre-cruise transfers es ncuded

» $200 US pp onboard credit

with Tokyo, Hiroshima, Busan, Kochi, Aomari, Otaru,

Seward, Hubbard Glacier, Ketchikan & morel

16 DAY — EPIC CANADIAN RAIL JOURNEY
MAY 5-20, 2023
The ultimate cross Canada journey travels the rails from Vancouver to
Halifax. But you won't just be seeing the passing scenery from your
window, this trip includes stopovers along the way where you'll experience
firsthand the culture and heritage of Canada's vast and diverse regions,
from coast to coast. Traverse the majestic Rocky Mountains, watch the
sun set over the wide-open landscape of the Prairies. Experience vibrant
culture in Manitoba, strolling the busy city streets of Toronto, be awed by
the power of Niagara Falls, live the joie de vivre in Quebec and witnessing
the waves crash along Nova Scotia’s rocky Atlantic Coast.

11 Night Alaska

July 16,2023 | Queen Elizabeth | Roundtrip Vancouver

» Tnightin a 4% Vancouver
hotel (or $100 US pp OBC) BALCONY
»10 night cruise 51749
» Taxes

tats neludes

with Ketchikan, Sitka, Hubbard Glacier, Juneau,
Skagway, Glacier Bay National Park ¢ more!

$8899 per person based on double occupancy
(Price includes home pick up service in Vancouver, return flight and all taxes)

1-800-854-9664
@ cruiseplus.ca/vancouver
R info@cruiseplus.ca

Sign up to receive our emails at CruisePlus.ca

To book a tour or for more info contact us at:
www.milezerotours.com 1-250-590-0811
License #67275 Toll Free: 1-844-590-0811




